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must not lose their presence of mind. Needless
to say, they had ample time to repent of their
temerity.
During the dance arrack was freely drunk by
the audience as well as the performers. The
frenzy increased and the dancers turned and
swayed and leaped like maniacs. Some of the
company caught the infection. Men and women
joined in the dance, bounding into the circle as
insane for the time being as the professional
dancers themselves. They tore their hair, clutched
wildly at their garments, rending them and throw-
ing them aside until they were left stark naked.
It was not until the small hours of the morning
that the noise fad down. The dancers fell ex-
hausted and became unconscious. The company,
overcome by drink and excitement, sank to the
ground and fell asleep. The musicians followed
their example. The torches went out and the fire
died down. Darkness enfolded the scene and
silence reigned.
The boys, trembling in every limb, crept from
their hiding-place more dead than alive and sped
home, carrying with them a memory that remained
to the end of their days.
The devil-dancer is not confined to the palmyra